
Staging your home is a powerful way to make it more
appealing to potential buyers, helping you sell faster and often
for a higher price. This guide provides a step-by-step approach
to effectively stage your home, ensuring it makes a great
impression.
 
1. Understanding Home Staging
1.1. What is Home Staging?
• Definition: Home staging involves preparing your home for sale by
enhancing its appearance to appeal to the widest range of buyers.
• Purpose: The goal is to make your home look more inviting and
showcase its potential, helping buyers envision themselves living
there.

1.2. Benefits of Home Staging
• Faster Sales: Staged homes often sell faster than non-staged
homes.
• Higher Offers: Well-staged homes can sell for a higher price than
similar unstaged homes.
• Better Online Presence: Staged homes typically look better in
photos, attracting more interest from online listings.

2. Preparing to Stage Your Home
2.1. Declutter and Depersonalize
• Remove Personal Items: Take down family photos, personal
collections, and unique décor to create a neutral space.
• Declutter: Clear out unnecessary items from all rooms, closets,
and storage areas. Less clutter makes spaces appear larger and
more inviting.

2.2. Deep Clean
• Clean Thoroughly: Ensure your home
 is spotless. Clean windows, carpets, 
floors, and every nook and cranny.
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3.2. Kitchen
• Clear Counters: Keep countertops clear of appliances and
clutter. Add a few decorative items like a bowl of fruit or flowers.
• Highlight Features: Showcase key features like updated
appliances or ample storage.
• Organize: Clean and organize cabinets and drawers. Buyers will
look inside.

3.3. Bedrooms
• Neutral Bedding: Use neutral and appealing bedding to create a
restful atmosphere.
• Minimize Furniture: Keep only essential furniture to make rooms
appear more spacious.
• Closet Space: Organize closets to show off ample storage space.

3.4. Bathrooms
• Spotless Cleanliness: Bathrooms should be immaculate. 
Remove personal items like toothbrushes and toiletries.
• Add Fresh Towels: Use new or clean, neatly 
folded towels to add a fresh look.
• Simple Décor: Keep décor minimal 
but add a touch of luxury with 
items like scented candles or a stylish soap 
dispenser.

 

• Freshen Up: Use air fresheners or 
scented candles to keep the home 
smelling clean and inviting.
2.3. Repair and Update
• Fix Minor Issues: Address any small repairs like leaky faucets,
cracked tiles, or scuffed walls.
• Consider Upgrades: Simple upgrades like new light fixtures,
fresh paint, or updated hardware can make a significant
difference.

3. Staging Key Areas of Your Home
3.1. Living Room
• Furniture Arrangement: Arrange furniture to create a comfortable
conversation area. Ensure traffic flow is unobstructed.
• Neutral Décor: Use neutral colors and simple 
décor to appeal to a broad audience.
• Lighting: Ensure the room is well-lit with a combination of natural
light, overhead light.



• Clean Air: Ensure the home is well-ventilated and free of any
unpleasant odors.
• The First Few Days: Usually, you will see the first few days your
listing is open to the public, the busiest. During that time, plan for
quick, low odor meals that can be cleaned up quickly if you get a
last minute showing.

5. Showcasing Your Staged Home
5.1. Professional Photography
• Best Photography: Laurel has taken extensive class and pratical
classes in best real estate photography practices. And she has
even won awards for her advertising! She will capture high-

Fresh Touches: Continue to
add fresh flowers or update
small décor items to keep the
home looking inviting.

3.5. Dining Area
• Table Setting: Set the dining table with a simple, elegant
arrangement to suggest how the space can be used.
• Lighting: Ensure good lighting, and use a centerpiece to draw
attention to the table.
3.6. Home Office
• Functional Setup: Arrange the space to showcase its potential
as a functional home office.
• Declutter: Keep the desk clear and organize any office
supplies neatly.
3.7. Outdoor Spaces
• Curb Appeal: Improve the exterior with landscaping, clean
driveways, and a welcoming front entrance.
• Backyard: Stage outdoor areas with clean, comfortable
furniture to suggest a relaxing space.
 
4. Creating the Right Atmosphere
4.1. Lighting
• Natural Light: Open curtains and blinds to maximize natural
light.
• Artificial Lighting: Use a combination of ambient, 
task, and accent lighting to create a warm and 
inviting atmosphere.
4.2. Color and Décor
• Neutral Colors: Use neutral paint colors to 
appeal to a broad audience.
• Simple Décor: Keep décor simple and tasteful. 
Use art and accessories sparingly to enhance but 
not overwhelm the space.
4.3. Scents
• Fresh Scents: Use subtle scents like fresh linen 
or lavender. Avoid strong or overpowering 
smells.



 For more personalized advice and professional
staging services, feel free to reach out! 

We are always here to help!

6.2. Feedback and Adjustments
• Listen to Feedback: Pay attention to feedback from potential
buyers given to us themselves or through their agents. We will
then pass these comments on to you. If we get a consistent
negative comment, then that may be something worth
addressing.
• Make Adjustments: Be willing to make minor changes based
on feedback to improve the home’s appeal. 

7. Staging Tips for Different Budgets
7.1. Budget-Friendly Staging
• DIY Staging: Use your existing furniture and décor,
rearranging them to enhance the space. Jules and Laurel are
always happy to offer their expert advice on how you might
place you furniture to best showcase your home.
• Borrow or Rent: Borrow or rent items from friends and family,
like artwork, rugs, or accent furniture if needed.

7.2. Professional Staging
• Hire a Stager: Consider hiring a professional home stager to
maximize the appeal of your home.
• Staging Packages: Many stagers offer packages that can fit
different budgets and needs.
 
We hope this guide helps you effectively stage your home for a
successful sale.
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